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in each of our lives. May the joy of the holi-
days renew our commitment to working to-
gether for a future of peace, opportunity, and
hope.

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a blessed New Year.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was mnot available for
verification of the content of this message. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language version of this message.

Message on the Observance of
Kwanzaa

December 20, 2002

I send greetings to those celebrating
Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa celebrates the traditional African
values of unity, self-determination, collective
work and responsibility, cooperative econom-
ics, purpose, creativity, and faith. From De-
cember 26th to January 1st, people of African
descent gather to renew their commitment
to these seven principles, known as Nguzo
Saba, and give thanks for the blessings of
family, community, and culture. Kwanzaa is
also a time for Africans and African-Ameri-
cans to honor their common heritage by par-
ticipating in events based on early harvest
gatherings called matunda ya kwanza, or first
fruits.

As individuals and families join together
during Kwanzaa, their joy enriches commu-
nities in the United States and across the
globe. By uniting people of diverse back-
grounds and beliefs, this holiday promotes
mutual understanding and respect. These
universal principles inspire us as we work to-
gether for a future of freedom, hope, and
opportunity for all.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a memorable Kwanzaa, and for peace,
happiness, and success in the coming year.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 14

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had intelligence briefings.

December 15

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. In the evening, at the
National Building Museum, the President
and Mrs. Bush participated in the taping of
the annual “Christmas in Washington™ con-
cert for television broadcast on TNT at 8
p.m.

December 16

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval
Office, he met with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
of Brunei.

In the afternoon, at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center, the
President made remarks to Cabinet and sub-
Cabinet officials to thank them for their serv-
ice.

During the day, the President met with
House leaders to discuss proposed legislation
concerning prescription drugs for seniors.

December 17

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. He then met with
Speaker of the House of Representatives J.
Dennis Hastert to discuss the legislative
agenda for the upcoming session of Con-
gress. Later, in the Oval Office, he met with
President Vladimir Voronin of Moldova.

December 18

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council. Later, in the Oval
Office, he met with Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Tommy G. Thompson and
Food and Drug Administration Commis-
sioner Mark B. McClellan to discuss FDA



